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ISSUE N°10 - 12-13 JULY 2021

NEWSLETTER

12 July 2021, 13.45 – 15.45

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda and meeting documents are available in the meeting file.

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Languages available

FR DE IT EN EL ES PT CS HU PL RO.

Webstreaming

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.

Adoption of Coordinators’ recommendations

Summaries of recommendations of the Coordinators' meeting of 14 June 2021 was circulated to the Members on 23
June 2021 and of the written procedure of 24 June 2021 was circulated on 1 July 2021.

If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, these recommendations will be deemed approved.

COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, 12 JULY 2021

13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45
Room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2 and visioconference

TUESDAY, 13 JULY 2021
9.00 - 12.00 and 13.45 – 15.45 and 16.45 – 18.45

Room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2 and visioconference
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3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS

 14-15 April 2021 PV PE692.633v01-00
 26-27 May 2021 PV PE693.720v01-00
 14-15 June 2021 PV PE695.001v01-00

4. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE: FIRST ROUND - AMENDMENTS

*** REMOTE VOTING TIME ***
Opening of the remote voting procedure: first voting session

The precise opening and closing time of the votes, provisionally set from 13:45 to 14:45, will be
announced by the Chair.

All Members taking part in the vote (present either in committee meeting room or via remote
participation) will vote via the application EP-Vote.

5. EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES – REPORT 2021
CONT/9/05513 - 2021/2018(INI)

Adoption of draft opinion

Rapporteur: Isabel García Muñoz (S&D)
Administrator: Benoît Lefort

Shadow Rapporteurs: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP), Alin Mituța (Renew), Mikulas Peksa
(Greens/EFA), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR) and Younous Omarjee (The Left)

The draft opinion of the CONT Committee for the Committee on Constitutional Affairs
(AFCO) was considered in CONT meeting of 14-15 June. The CONT Members tabled 43 amendments, and the
Rapporteur, Ms García Muñoz, suggested 10 Compromise Amendments to the Shadow Rapporteurs based on the
amendments tabled, which will be put to the vote. Notably, the draft opinion highlights that the funding of EU political
parties and foundations has to be transparent and to support exclusively political activities in line with EU values; in
addition, it calls for a reinforcement of the current administrative set-up of the Authority for the European Political
Parties and Foundations (APPF) in order to better monitor the compliance with the relevant rules and the
implementation of sanctions, and recommends a harmonised timeframe for the reporting and controls carried out
respectively by the EU political parties, the APPF and the Parliament in order to avoid having to recalculate the final
amounts of the funding.

Timetable

Event Body Date
Adoption in Plenary Plenary October II 2021
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*** END OF REMOTE VOTING TIME***

12 July 2021, 13.45 – 14.45

JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON BUDGETS (BUDG)

6. ECA REVIEW 03/2021: FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM NON-EU COUNTRIES TO THE EU AND

MEMBER STATES
CONT/9/06394

Presentation of the review by reporting ECA Member
François-Roger Cazala

Rapporteur CONT: Gilles Boyer (Renew)
Rapporteur BUDG: Pierre Larrouturou (S&D)
Administrator: Hans Stander

CONT Shadow Rapporteurs: Michal Wiezik (EPP), Maria Grapini (S&D)

The ECA carried out a review of the financial contributions from non-EU countries to the EU and Member States. These
contributions are based on agreements through which non-EU countries gain access to EU programmes and activities
and/ or to the EU single market, and amounted to EUR 1,9 billion in 2019, 1% of the total EU revenue.

The review aims to present the available but fragmented and incomplete information on EU’s agreements with non-
EU countries and related contributions in a comprehensive way, filling the gaps and providing a single place for a
financial overview of the contributions, together with a description of the main rules and principles that govern them.

The ECA made remarks and identified challenges that the EU faces as regards contributions from third countries:
 Participation of non-EU countries enables the Union to benefit from collaboration in strategic areas and

contributions are important sources of direct funding for Member States, complementing EU cohesion policy.
 Because of Brexit, the EU’s GDP used in the calculation of the proportionality factor for third countries'

contributions has decreased. Without adjustments, this will lead to an increase of the calculated financial
contributions for third countries.

 The management of the contributions of non-EU countries is decentralised, split among the Commission and
EU decentralised agencies. The decentralised approach, whilst allowing tailoring, makes it more difficult to
ensure consistency between similar cases and efficient dealing with the calculation and collection of
contributions.

 For the new MFF, the Commission is seeking to increase consistency through guidance on contributions of
non-EU countries to programmes, applicable to new international agreements.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA review proceeds as follows:
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• CONT Chair and BUDG first Vice-Chair’s initial remarks;
• The ECA Reporting Member will present the Review;
• The CONT and BUDG Rapporteurs will make observations and raise questions;
• CONT and BUDG Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s

representative;
• The European Commission and the ECA will reply to the questions posed;
• Concluding remarks by the Rapporteurs and the Chairs.

The ECA review is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents.

12 July 2021, 14.45 – 15.45

7. COORDINATORS’ MEETING

Meeting held in camera with the remote participation tool Interactio

Coordinators present in Brussels can attend the meeting in room: Altiero Spinelli 3E2.

The meeting will be suspended until 16:45

12 July 2021, 16.45 – 17.45

8. OPENING OF THE REMOTE VOTING PROCEDURE: SECOND ROUND - FINAL VOTE

*** REMOTE VOTING TIME ***

Opening of the remote voting procedure: second voting session
The precise opening and closing time of the votes, provisionally set from 16:45 to 17:45, will be

announced by the Chair.

*** END OF REMOTE VOTING TIME***
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9. STUDY ON THE IMPACT OF ORGANIZED CRIME ON THE EU`S FINANCIAL INTEREST
CONT/9/06397

Presentation by Policy Department D

Rapporteur: Caterina Chinnici (S&D)
Administrator: Stefan Schulz (Policy Department D)

Available evidence suggests that the scale of fraud against the EU finances is vast. On the
revenue side, in particular, estimates from the Commission suggest that the VAT gap
amounted to EUR 150 billion in 2016, EUR 50 billion of which were defrauded by criminal
groups. Other estimates indicate potentially higher levels of fraud. With expenditure totalling
EUR 1.8 trillion envisaged under the post-COVID-19 recovery plan, improving effort to tackle
organised crime’s involvement in defrauding the EU’s finances becomes even more urgent.

The research, which focused on a sample of 14 EU Member States (BG, CZ, ES, FR, FI, DE, GR, HU, IT, LU, LV, MT, SE and
SK), involved a combination of desk-research, interviews and quantitative modelling. The study considered the impact
of organised crime on EU expenditure (e.g. Cohesion Funds) as well EU revenues (e.g. VAT own resources).

The study will be published in late July 2021.

12 July 2021, 17.45 – 18.45

10. ADMINISTRATION OF EU FUNDS IN SHARED MANAGEMENT IN BULGARIA
CONT/9/06404

Exchange of views with Commission and OLAF representatives

Administrator: Ana Maria Nogueira

In Bulgaria, between 2015 and 2019, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) has
detected fraudulent and non-fraudulent irregularities in 1 126 cases under the
European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) and Common Agriculture
Policy (CAP), similar in number of cases to other Eastern European Member

States. While, in the area of traditional own resources (TOR) irregularities were detected only in 8 cases, a lower
number of cases compared to other Member States of Eastern Europe (Slovakia 45, Czech Republic 384, Hungary
121). The number of cases in the two areas of shared management combined and the related financial impact on
1.70 % of payments, are similar to that of other Eastern European countries in the EU.1

On 2 June 2021, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) sanctioned three
Bulgarian individuals for their extensive roles in corruption in Bulgaria, as well as their networks encompassing 64
entities2. The sanctions imply, among others, the freezing of their property in the US and the prohibition for American
financial institutions to deal with the persons and some of their family members.

1 Information based on the upcoming study on The Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests requested
by the Budgetary Control Committee, to be published in late July 2021.
2 https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0208
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Based on this, the CONT Committee is inviting the Commission (DG AGRI, DG BUDG, and DG REGIO) and OLAF with
a view to being informed on whether the allegations of corruption and maladministration involve EU funds and if in
that case any action has been taken.

13 July 2021, 9.00 – 10.00

11. ADMINISTRATION OF EU FUNDS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DANUBE DELTA
CONT/9/06405

Exchange of views with the investigative journalists and with
Commission representatives

Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

From 2014 to 2020, the European Commission invested EUR 1.11 billion into
Romania’s Danube Delta, a UNESCO world heritage site. At the beginning of
2021, a team of investigative journalists published allegations that the funds
fell under the control of a network of Romanian politicians, bureaucrats and

businessmen, instead of alleviating poverty in this economically depressed region and preserving the unique ecology
of Europe’s largest wetland.

Following the publication of the investigation in several newspapers, the EU suspended payments to the Danube
Delta in June 2021. The Commission has asked Romanian authorities to examine the issue and consequently an
investigation has been launched and is currently ongoing. For the programming period 2021-2027, funding of a not
yet agreed upon amount is planned to be provided.

The team of journalists will present the outcome of their investigation in the CONT meeting, followed by an exchange
of views with the European Commission (DG REGIO).

13 July 2021, 10.00 – 11.00

JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY, RESEARCH AND ENERGY
(ITRE)
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12. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 07/2021: EU SPACE PROGRAMMES GALILEO AND COPERNICUS: SERVICES

LAUNCHED, BUT THE UPTAKE NEEDS A FURTHER BOOST
CONT/9/06273

Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member Mihails
Kozlovs

Rapporteur: Martina Dlabajová (Renew)
Administrator: Giulia Bastianello

Shadow Rapporteurs: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP), Maria Grappini (S&D)

The ECA Member Mihails Kozlovs will present his special report on EU space
programmes Galileo, a global satellite navigation and positioning system, and
Copernicus, which provides data from earth observation satellites.

The ECA found that while the satellite-based programmes Galileo and Copernicus in particular provide valuable
services and data, more efforts are needed to capitalise on the significant investment made (around EUR 18 billion so
far) and to optimise the benefits they bring to citizens and the economy. The auditors call for a comprehensive
strategy, more targeted actions and better use of the regulatory framework for efficiently supporting the uptake of
services.
The ECA found that the Commission’s approach to assessing the extent of the potential benefits had a number of
shortcomings. As a result, the economic impact on growth and jobs and the actual overall benefits of the programmes
are not known, and may have been over- or underestimated.
The ECA found that, despite delays, good progress has been made recently in introducing Galileo-compatible
receivers and thus enabling uptake in relevant market segments, however it will take time until users adopt Galileo
more widely, key features of Galileo are not yet fully available.
Moreover, ECA found that several key actions to promote the EU-wide use of Copernicus data were not sufficiently
targeted, or they had not delivered the increase in uptake which had been hoped for. The ECA observes that
applications need to be used more widely than the space sector to have their full effect, but their use remains largely
restricted to experts and scientists. The ECA found that access to Copernicus data has been improved, but it is still
provided through too many different platforms, and there is still no long-term vision for efficient access to the data.
The ECA also concluded that there has been little action in identifying regulatory or administrative barriers that may
hamper the use of space services; the Commission has only partly taken advantage of the potential for promoting
these services in EU legislation or standards, and significant gaps remain in promoting the use of EU space
programmes.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA report proceeds as follows:

 CONT Chair and ITRE Chair’s initial remarks;
 The ECA Member Mihails Kozlovs will present the Report;
 The European Commission’s representative will make introductory remarks;
 CONT Rapporteur will make observations and raise questions;
 CONT and ITRE Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s

representative;
 The European Commission and the ECA will reply to the questions posed;
 ITRE Chair and CONT Chair’s concluding remarks.
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The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents.

13 July 2021, 11.00 – 12.00

13. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 14/2021: INTERREG COOPERATION - THE POTENTIAL OF THE EUROPEAN

UNION’S CROSS-BORDER REGIONS HAS NOT YET BEEN FULLY UNLOCKED
CONT/9/06399

Presentation of the special report by reporting
ECA Member Ladislav Balko

Rapporteur: Andrey Novakov (EPP)
Administrator: Kaare Barslev

Presentation of the ECA Special Report by Mr Ladislav Balko
and exchange of views with invited Members from the
Committee on Regional Development (REGI).

To reduce disparities in wealth and development across
regions, the EU supports European Territorial Cooperation

(ETC) programmes, known as ‘Interreg’ programmes. These programmes are funded through the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) and address cross-border challenges common to border regions, such as poor accessibility,
declining local industries, low levels of research and innovation, or pollution. ETC programmes are implemented under
shared management. The 2014-2020 Interreg programme period had a budget of EUR 10.1 billion.

The ECA assessed whether the Commission and the Member States had effectively addressed the challenges of cross-
border regions in the internal borders cooperation programmes funded in the 2014-2020 programme period.

The Court’s findings show that many things have been working well but that there is also room for improvement. The
Court has recommended:
- To ensure that Interreg programmes complement mainstream ones: programme authorities should ensure that
Interreg programmes focus on different priorities than mainstream ones, and should coordinate support in case they
intervene in the same area. The Commission should require that projects co-financed by Interreg and mainstream
programmes are complementary when adopting them;
- Programme authorities should select projects based on ranking them by merit to ensure that the projects that best
address the challenges of cross-border regions are selected;
- The Commission should promote the selection of output and results criteria capable of measuring the effect of cross-
border projects.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA report proceeds as follows:

• CONT Chair initial remarks;
• The ECA Member Ladislav Balko will present the Report;
• The European Commission’s representative will make introductory remarks;
• CONT Rapporteur will make observations and raise questions;
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• CONT and REGI Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s
representative;

• The European Commission and the ECA will reply to the questions posed;
• Concluding remarks by the CONT Rapporteur and the Chair

The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents.

The meeting will be suspended until 13:45

***

13 July 2021, 13.45 – 14.45

JOINT AGENDA POINT WITH COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN ALL
DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES IN THE EU, INCL. DISINFORMATION (INGE)

14. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 09/2021: DISINFORMATION AFFECTING THE EU: TACKLED BUT NOT

TAMED
CONT/9/06369

Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member
Baudilio Tome Muguruza

Rapporteur: Hannes Heide (S&D)
Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

Shadow Rapporteur: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP)

The scope of the audit was to assess whether the EU action plan against
disinformation was relevant when drawn up and is delivering its intended results. The
audit covered the period from the run-up to the adoption of the EU action plan

against disinformation in December 2018 until September 2020.

The ECA makes two main observations. It concludes that the EU action plan against disinformation was relevant
when drawn up, but incomplete, and that the implementation of the EU action plan is broadly on track, although
suffering from a number of shortcomings.

The ECA recommends the European Commission to improve the coordination and accountability framework for its
actions against disinformation. It also recommends the European External Action Service (EEAS) to improve the
operational arrangements of the StratCom division and task forces, as well as to increase participation in the rapid
alert system by Member States and online platforms. Moreover, the ECA recommends the Commission to improve
the monitoring and accountability of online platforms, to adopt a media literacy strategy that includes combatting
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disinformation as an integral part, and to take steps to enable European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO) to fulfil
its ambitious objectives.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA report proceeds as follows:

 CONT Chair and INGE vice-Chair’s initial remarks;
 The ECA Member Baudilio Tome Muguruza will present the Report;
 The European Commission’s and European External Action Service’s (EEAS) representatives will make

introductory remarks;
 CONT and INGE Rapporteurs will make observations and raise questions;
 CONT and INGE Members will make remarks and put questions to the ECA Member and the Commission’s

and EEAS’ representatives;
 The European Commission, EEAS and the ECA will reply to the questions posed;
 INGE vice-Chair and CONT Chair’s concluding remarks.

The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents.

13 July 2021, 14.45 – 15.45

15. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MEMBER STATES' USE OF EU SOLIDARITY FUND MONEY IN CASES OF

NATURAL DISASTER
CONT/9/03594 - 2021/2127(INI)

Consideration of draft report

Rapporteur: Corina Crețu (S&D)
Administrator: Hans Stander

Shadow Rapporteurs: José Manuel Fernandes (EPP), Olivier Chastel (Renew),
Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR) and Younous Omarjee (The Left)

This own-initiative Report on the EU Solidarity Fund looks into the question of how
effectively funds have been spent and how the appropriate checks and balances have
been conducted in crisis situations.

The draft report shows that a total of EUR 6.548 billion has been paid out from the Fund, at an average of EUR 339.9
million per year. The amounts paid out per year fluctuate markedly from year to year and peaks are increasing in
frequency and in height. The report welcomes the recent extension of the Fund to health emergencies, such as
expenditure related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The draft report further calls on the Commission to continue speeding up the procedures for granting support from
the Fund to Member States, a trend that started by amending the Fund in 2014 and that has to continue now the
scope of the fund has widened. The draft report also calls on the Commission to meet its obligation to report annually
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about the implementation of the Fund and to increase awareness among EU citizens on the positive impacts of the
Fund by increasing its efforts to strengthen publicity.

Timetable

Event Body Date
Deadline for tabling AMs 15 July 2021, 14.00
Adoption CONT 30 September 2021
Adoption in Plenary Plenary October II

The meeting will be suspended until 16:45

13 July 2021, 16.45 – 18.45

16. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 13/2021: EU EFFORTS TO FIGHT MONEY LAUNDERING IN THE BANKING

SECTOR ARE FRAGMENTED AND IMPLEMENTATION IS INSUFFICIENT
CONT/9/06400

Presentation of the special report by reporting ECA Member
Mihails Kozlov

Rapporteur: Caterina Chinnici (S&D)
Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

Presentation of the ECA Special Report, with invited Members from the
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) and the Committee on
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE).

Money laundering is the practice of “legitimising” the proceeds of crime by filtering them into the regular economy to
disguise their illegal origin. Within Europe, Europol estimates the value of suspicious transactions in the hundreds of
billions of euros – at an equivalent of 1.3 % of the EU’s gross domestic product (GDP). Global estimates are close to 3 %
of world GDP. Given the importance of EU anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT)
policy and the current momentum for reform, the ECA decided to audit aspects of its efficiency and effectiveness.

The ECA found institutional fragmentation and poor co-ordination at EU level when it came to actions to prevent ML/TF
and take action where risk was identified. In practice, AML/CFT supervision still takes place at national level with an
insufficient EU oversight framework to ensure a level playing field. The ECA found that the Commission was slow to
assess Member States’ transposition of directives due to poor-quality communication by Member States and limited
resources at the Commission. European Banking Authority staff carried out thorough investigations of potential
breaches of EU law, but the ECA found evidence of lobbying of its Board of Supervisors who were part of a deliberative
process. The ECA also found that the European Central Bank has made a good start in sharing information with national
AML/CFT supervisors, although some decision-making procedures were slow.

It is proposed that the presentation of the ECA report proceeds as follows:

 CONT Chair initial remarks;
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 The ECA Member Mihails Kozlov will present the Report;
 The European Commission’s representative will make introductory remarks;
 CONT Rapporteur will make observations and raise questions;
 A first block of questions from CONT and invited ECON and LIBE Members (EPP, S&D, Renew) to the ECA

Member and the Commission’s representative;
 The European Commission and the ECA will reply to the questions posed;
 A second block of questions from CONT and invited ECON and LIBE Members (Greens, ID, ECR, The Left, NI)

to the ECA Member and the Commission’s representative;
 The European Commission and the ECA will reply to the questions posed;
 CONT Chair’s concluding remarks.

The ECA report is available in all EU languages on the ECA website and also on the meeting documents.

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

18. NEXT MEETINGS

 1-2 September, 2021
 27 September, 2021
 30 September, 2021

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME(INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Publications Catalogue 2019 - 2021

CONT
At a Glance "The Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
Proceedings of the workshop “The EU’s current role in GRECO and ambitions for the future: How to move towards full
membership”
Briefing “EU cooperation with the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO): how to move towards full
membership”
Background note on “Simplification” for the CONT hearing
Briefing Missing Trader Intra-Community Fraud
Study “The largest 50 beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and cohesion funds”
Proceedings of the workshop “Use of big data and AI in fighting corruption and misuse of public funds - good practice,
ways forward and how to integrate new technology into contemporary control framework”
Study “MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in 2009”
Study “Special advisers to the Commission (2014 - 2019)”
Briefing “Gender and geographical balance in the governance structures of Horizon 2020”
Briefing “Horizon 2020: Geographical balance of beneficiaries”
At a Glance “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors” (update)
Documentation workshop “Open spaces at EU institutions versus traditional work spaces: justification, evolution,
evaluation and results”
Briefing “Open Plan Offices - The new ways of working. The advantages and disadvantages of open office space”

BUDG
Briefing “The integration of the European Development Funds into the MFF 2021 - 2027”
In-depth Analysis “Implementation of the EU Trust Funds and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey” Update - March 2021
In-depth Analysis “Reform of the EU own resources”
Briefing “EU Gender budgeting: where do we stand?”
Study “Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PP/PA) in the EU budget 2014-2019”
Briefing “Next Generation EU - Where are assigned revenue? Which impact in 2021?”
Study “How EU funds tackle economic divide in the European Union” (Available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL, RO)
Study “Documenting climate mainstreaming in the EU budget - making the system more transparent, stringent and
comprehensive”
Briefing “Assigned revenue in the Recovery Plan - The frog that wishes to be as big as the ox?”

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS
BUDG
- Study "Recovery, Brexit, Off-Budget instruments... what should be addressed in the next revision of the Financial
Regulation?"
- Study "New EU own resources: possibilities and limitations of steering effects and sectoral policy co-benefits"
- Study “Locations of the EU decentralised agencies”
- Study “The Management Boards of the Decentralised Agencies”
- Study “The “cost of non-EU – agencies”, focusing on the health and safety cluster of the EU decentralised agencies”

NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
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CONT
- Study "Identifying patterns of fraud with EU funds under shared management, similarities and differences between
member states"
- Study "Impact of Organised Crime on the EU’s Financial Interests"
- Briefing “The Early-detection and exclusion system”

CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
Policy Department Webpage

Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament
and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole
responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This
document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Secretariat does not
necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.


